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Abstract

Bibliographic Reviews on the Characteristics
of the Tasan Family Collection’s Manuscripts
of Sangseo gohun and Sangseo jiwonrok

Kim Seong-jae

Translator, Institute for the Translation of Korean Classics

This paper bibliographically reviews the characteristics of
the Tasan Family Collection’s Manuscripts of Sangseo gohun
and Sangseo jiwonrok and examines the transcription period of
each variant copy together with the periods before and after the
transcription. The Tasan Family Collection’s Manuscripts consist of
the old edition of Sangseo gohun, completed by Jeong “Tasan” Yak-
yong in the fall of 1810, and Sangseo jiwonrok completed in 1811. It
also contains the combined 1834 version of Sangseo gohun, which
combines Sangseo jiwonrok with the old edition and has Song
scholars’ annotations and his own comments. Therefore, the old
edition and Sangseo jiwonrok were the groundwork to produce the
combined version. Given the appearance of the combined version,
one might say that it was “books abandoned by Tasan.” Still, the old
edition and Sangseo jiwonrok have value as materials for examining

the developmental process of Jeong’s studies of Sangseo(125).
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The two family-owned editions of Sangseo gohun and Sangseo
jiwonrok are odd volumes of which only parts remain, however,
they are the final versions that Jeong revised and arranged and are
different from the variant editions found afterward. The old editions
of Sangseo gohun and Sangseo jiwonrok have been reviewed
and revised since they were first written, and this is likely to have
continued until the combined version was written in 1834. The
manuscripts of these extant books were handwritten before the
final revision was made. This is clear from the fact that some of the
revisions identified in the Tasan Family Collection’s Manuscripts
are not found in the existing manuscripts. On the other hand,
given that the revision instructions of the Tasan Family Collection’s
Manuscripts are faithfully reflected in the combined edition of
Sangseo gohun, it may be inferred that the Tasan Family Collection’s
Manuscripts are the ones Jeong Yakyong used when he wrote the
combined edition.

Revisions were made not only in the content of the book but also
in the book cover. The word “Gubon”(#4) on the cover of the old
edition of Sangseo gohun should be regarded as a new edition, since
it may have been that a new rendering of the book cover was made
or letters were added after the combined edition was published. The
letters gubon may be Jeong’s handwriting, but it is also possible that
one of his descendants wrote it. Additionally, on the cover of Sangseo
jiwonrok, there is a title “Chaehwajeong-jip” written on it, named

after a pavilion he completed in the fifth month of 1821. This suggests
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that the book cover was made after the pavilion’s completion.

The variant manuscripts of the old edition of Sangseo gohun are
housed in the Kyujanggak Pavilion at Seoul National University and
Tsukuba University in Japan. The two variants have the same content
as the family-owned edition but each volume is arranged differently,
and the Sangseo text is described differently. This indicates that the
transcription was made before the family-owned edition(the final
edition) was completed. Moreover, the variants are arranged in a
manner that is closer to the original form of the book written in
1810. The family-owned edition of Sangseo jiwonrok is certainly the
basis of the copy in the addendum of Yeoyudangjeonseo, published
photo-typographically in 1969.

The combined edition Sangseo gohun has no manuscript edition
and its only edition is the one published in Yeoyudangjeonseo by
Shinjoseonsa in 1936. It became the basis for the original edition
of Sangseo gohun. Errors such as typos were discovered in the
Shinjoseonsa edition ever since its publication. Some errors in the
Shinjoseonsa edition were partially revised in the original edition
but most are present to this day. However, the family-owned edition

gives us a chance to correct these errors.

Key Words | Jeong “Tasan” Yak-yong, Sangseo gohun, Sangseo

jiwonrok, the Tasan Family Collection’s Manuscripts.
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